
“On Be half of All and For All”

A Bi ble Study for Par ishes

Twelfth All-American Coun cil
Or tho dox Church in Amer ica

Pitts burgh, PA—July 25–30, 1999



Con tents

A Pas to ral Let ter from Met ro pol i tan Theodosius“
“On Be half of All and For All” 3

In tro duc tion
Pur pose 4
Who Should Use the Study? 4
How and When Should the Study be Used? 4
Sug ges tion for Dis cus sion Leaders 6

Bi ble Study—A  Our Per sonal Of fer ing 7
Re flec tions on the Text 7
Re lating the Bi ble to Our Lives 8

Bi ble Study—B  Our Of fer ings to Our Fam ilies 9
Re flec tions on the Text 9
Re lating the Bi ble to Our Lives 10

Bi ble Study—C  Our Of fer ings in the Par ish 11
Re flec tions on the Text 11
Re lating the Bi ble to Our Lives 12

Bi ble Study—D  Our Of fer ing in the Church 13
Re flec tions on the Text 13
Re lating the Bi ble to our Lives 14

Bi ble Study—E  Our Of fer ing to the World 15
Re flec tions on the Text 15
Re lating the Bi ble to our Lives 16



A PAS TO RAL LET TER FROM MET RO POL I TAN THEODOSIUS

Re mem ber, O Lord, those who of fered Thee these
gifts, and those for whom and through whom they
of fered them and their in ten tions. Re mem ber, O
Lord, those who bring of fer ings and do good in Thy
holy churches, and those who re mem ber the poor; re -
ward them with Thy rich and heav enly gifts….” 

—Lit urgy of St. Ba sil

“On Be half of All and For All”

My Dear Brothers and Sis ters in Christ:

Dur ing ev ery Di vine Lit urgy, we gather to re mem ber and to of fer—to re mem ber all that our
Lord Je sus Christ has done for us and to of fer our thanksgiving to Him. From the cre ation
of the world and the cre ation of our very lives, God has reached out to us to share His eter -
nal life. We, how ever, have not al ways rec og nized this gift He has so gen er ously be stowed
upon us.

When man kind sinned against God and re jected the full ness of life given to us, our com mu -
nion with God was bro ken. Gen er a tion af ter gen er a tion of God’s peo ple con tin ued to forget
Him, dis obeyed His Law, and lived in sin and fear of death. Finally, God sent His
only-begotten Son “to con demn sin in His flesh, so that those who were dead in Adam might be
made alive in Thy Christ Him self” (Eucharistic Prayer of St. Ba sil). The gen er os ity of this
gift—the of fer ing of His own Son—ex ceeds even our com pre hen sion.

Even so, God has made us His own cho sen peo ple, a royal priest hood, a holy na tion through
bap tism and chrismation. He of fers us His own Body and Blood and unites us to one an other
in the com mu nion of the Holy Spirit. God calls us again to Him self and gives us an other pos si -
bil ity to know and to share His gift of Life and Com mu nion—in our per sonal life with Him,
and in our per sonal re la tion ships and life in the Church, in our fam i lies, and with the world
He cre ated.

I in vite you to use this Bi ble Study as an op por tu nity to be gin ex plor ing the mean ing of God’s
gift, God’s of fer ing of true Life  to re mem ber and to of fer our selves in love “on be half of all and for
all”—to Him, to His peo ple, to His Church and to His world. 

With love in Christ

+THEODOSIUS
Arch bishop of Wash ing ton
Met ro pol i tan of All Amer ica and Canada
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IN TRO DUC TION

Pur pose

This Bi ble Study in tro duces the theme for the Twelfth All-American Coun cil: “On Be half of
All and for All.” The bib li cal pas sages fo cus on what we per son ally, and in our fam i lies, par -
ishes, and the Church can of fer to each other and to the world. The Re flec tions on the Text sec -
tion pres ents ideas for dis cus sion, while the sec tion Re lating the Bi ble to Our Lives of fers
ques tions for per sonal and group re flec tion and ac tion.

As the Chris tian life is ex pe ri enced in com mu nity and is es sen tially ecclesial in na ture and not
un der stood individualistically, each sec tion of the Bi ble Study ex plores our of fer ings within
the con text of our var i ous re la tion ships, those in our fam ily, with our friends, our fel low pa -
rish io ners, and with our neigh bors. 

Who Should Use the Study?

The Bi ble Study should be used as widely as pos si ble in the par ish—by those who will be at -
tend ing the Coun cil as del e gates and ob serv ers, by par ish coun cil mem bers, par ish or ga ni za -
tions, adult dis cus sion groups and teen groups—to help all mem bers un der stand how and to
what ex tent they are to of fer their gifts and tal ents to each other, the par ish, to the Church,
and to the world.

This Bi ble Study can be also used in con junc tion with pre vi ous bi ble stud ies pre pared on the
top ics of com mu nity life and vo ca tions, which are avail able from the website of the Or tho dox
Church in Amer ica (www.oca.org) or by writ ing P.O. Box 675, Syosset, NY 11791-065.

How and When Should the Study be Used?

The Bi ble Study could be used be fore study and dis cus sion of the All-American Coun cil Study
Pa pers. It may be used also at any time as a sep a rate study unity, apart from prep a ra tion for the
Coun cil. Each par tic i pant should have his/her own copy of the study.  The study may be pho -
to cop ied or down loaded from the OCA website (www.oca.org). 

Lead er ship Lead er ship re quires a fa cil i ta tor to keep the dis cus sion pro cess mov ing. This could
be a priest, teacher or lay leader in the par ish. The leader should func tion pri mar ily as a fa cil i -
ta tor rather than as a teacher con duct ing a les son.

Time Frame Five weekly ses sions are rec om mended, or sev eral ses sions dur ing a week end re -
treat (Fri day eve ning and Sat ur day, end ing with Ves pers). Each ses sion can be 45–60 min. or
60–90 min. long, de pend ing upon the size of the group (larger groups will re quire more time
for dis cus sion). A per son should be ap pointed to keep track of time for each seg ment and for
the to tal pe riod. Be gin ning and end ing on time will en cour age at ten dance at suc ces sive ses -
sions.
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Sug gested For mat— Small Groups
(a) Ask a per son to read the Bi ble text while oth ers fol low in their own books. (3–5 min.)

(b) Let group mem bers point out im por tant ideas from the text (have one per son list these
on a large sheet of pa per) — elab o ra tion on these points should be left un til the small
group dis cus sions. (10 min.)

(c) Di vide into small groups of 3–5 peo ple. (2–3 min.)

(d) Let ev ery one read si lently the “Re flec tions on the Text” (5 min.) 

(e) Each group will then turn to the ques tions un der “Re lating the Text to Our Lives” and
dis cuss them in the light of what they have read in the bib li cal text and in the “Re flec -
tions.” Groups may choose to fo cus on one ques tion or sev eral ques tions or is sues.
(20–30 min.)

One per son in each group should serve as a re corder of the main ideas and ques tions com ing
out of the dis cus sion. 

(f) Bring the groups back to gether to share their ideas and find ings in one or more of the
fol low ing ways: 

1. What did we learn from the text or the re flec tions. 

2. What is im por tant for our par ish life? (Is sues, prob lems, chal lenges, pos si bil i -
ties for growth.)

3. What can we do, ei ther per son ally or to gether as mem bers or groups of the
par ish, as a re sult of what we learned to day?

Sug gested For mat - Large Groups/Par ish-Wide Study 
(a) Fol low the same for mat as de scribed above, ex cept di vide into groups im me di ately af -

ter the read ing of the bib li cal text. The bib li cal text could be read sep a rately in each
group. (See also Op tion 2 be low)

(b) Groups may con sist of more than 5 per sons, but should not ex ceed 8–10. Let each
group list im por tant points on large sheets of pa per. Large groups may di vide ac cord -
ing to func tions or or ga ni za tions in the par ish, e.g., par ish coun cil, women's group,
youth, etc. and fo cus on what their sub-group in the par ish can con trib ute to the life of
the whole par ish in the light of the is sues dis cussed.

(d) Same as above.

(e) Same as above.

Other Op tions
1. For large groups, a one-day ses sion on a Sat ur day could be or ga nized, with a meal in -

cluded to al low more time for dis cus sion or to cover one or more ses sions from the Bi -
ble Study book let. 

2. Each group could fo cus on a dif fer ent bib li cal text, and pres ent their topic and re flec -
tions to the whole group at the end.
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Sug ges tion for Dis cus sion Leaders

As the dis cus sion leader, you have an op por tu nity to help peo ple think through and ex press
their ideas about the theme On Be half of All and For All. Here are some sug ges tions to help you.

¨ Be fore the group meets, be come thor oughly fa mil iar with the con tents and in for ma tion
found within the Bi ble Study. Make notes on your own thoughts and in sights so that you
can share them with the group.

¨ Es tab lish and ad here to  a be gin ning and end ing time for your gath er ing. If the group
wants to con tinue af ter the time al lot ted, you can set a sec ond meet ing time or con tinue
your ini tial meet ing af ter a short break, so that those who must leave may do so with out
em bar rass ment.

¨ Try to meet in a place that is in vit ing and com fort able ( avoid harsh light and un com fort -
able fold ing chairs). Have pa per and pen cils for group mem bers, and a chalk board or
butcher pa per on an ea sel or wall with mark ers to write words or in for ma tion you want the
whole group to see. Ar range chairs at a ta ble or in a semi cir cle, de pend ing on group size
and meet ing space.

¨ When the group meets, en cour age ev ery one to take part. But be aware that some peo ple
talk more than oth ers, which is fine. Don’t be afraid of si lence, or be too quick to fill a si -
lence af ter a ques tion is pre sented. Also be gen u ine in wel com ing each group mem ber’s
pres ence, opin ions, and con tri bu tions. Here are a few sug ges tions on how to ad dress the
group when one or a few par tic i pants seem to mo nop o lize too much of the group con ver -
sa tion.

� Break in po litely, thank the speaker for his or her ideas, and raise a new ques tion.

� Don’t re spond to a speaker if she or he goes on too long. A re sponse only en cour ages
more talk.

� Ask a ques tion and then say, “Could we have some re sponses from whose who have
not spo ken yet?"

� Go around the group tak ing turns re spond ing to a ques tion (but only a few
times—not for ev ery ques tion) and end with the talk ative per son. Try to start with
some one who has spo ken at least once be fore, not with some one who has been si lent 
and might be un com fort able go ing first.

� Ev ery one should feel free to “pass” on re spond ing.

¨ Try to main tain the del i cate bal ance be tween flex i bil ity and the need to keep the dis cus -
sion on track. Al ways have the orig i nal ques tion in mind. Of course, if dis cus sion of the
ques tion leads to a topic that ev ery one seems ea ger to talk about, you should con tinue
with it. Real ir rel e van cies, how ever, should be pulled back into line by your cour te ous re -
minder to the group to get back to the orig i nal ques tion.

¨ Re mem ber that these ses sions are de signed to en cour age com mon ex plo ra tion and re flec -
tion on the theme. The leader should avoid lec tur ing or dom i nat ing the dis cus sion.
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BI BLE STUDY—A  

Our Per sonal Of fer ing
Ephe sians 4:7,11-13, 15-16

But grace was given to each of us ac cord ing to the mea sure of Christ’s gift….And his gifts
were that some should be apos tles, some proph ets, some evan ge lists, some pas tors, and
teach ers, to equip the saints for the work of min is try, for build ing up the body of Christ, un -
til we all at tain to the unity of the faith and of the knowl edge of the Son of God, to ma ture
man hood, to the mea sure of the stat ure of the full ness of Christ….

Rather, speak ing in truth and love, we are to grow up in ev ery way into him who is the
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit to gether by ev ery joint with
which it is sup plied, when each part is work ing prop erly, makes bodily growth and up holds
it self in love. 

Re flec tions on the Text

Through His life, death and res ur rec tion, Christ of fered him self for the sal va tion of the world.
He gave His life not only for his close friends and fol low ers, but for the sal va tion of all per sons
and the whole of cre ation. 

We af firm this at each Di vine Lit urgy: Im me di ately fol low ing the words of in sti tu tion, the cel -
e brant re calls “all those things which have come to pass for us: the Cross, the Tomb, the Res ur rec tion
on the third day, the As cen sion into heaven, the Sit ting at the right hand, and the sec ond and glo ri ous
Com ing.” Then the gifts of bread and wine are raised and the cel e brant pro claims “Thine own
of Thine own we of fer unto Thee, on be half of all and for all.” 

Our gifts in the form of bread and wine are of fered to God and be come the Body and Blood of
Christ through the ac tion of the Holy Spirit. In turn, they are of fered to us for the “pu ri fi ca tion
of souls and the re mis sion of sins.” 

Hav ing been “bap tized into Christ” and “put on Christ,” we are called to be come im i ta tors of
Him—to “walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave him self up for us, a fra grant of fer ing and
sac ri fice to God” (Eph. 5:1-2). To im i tate Christ—the Ser vant who of fers—to an swer His call and
to “fol low Him” means we must of fer our selves for oth ers. We make this of fer ing through our
love, our gifts and our tal ents. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit (by anoint ing with the Holy
Chrism), Christ’s gifts are dis trib uted to all “to equip the saints for the work of min is try, for the
build ing up the Body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12). 

What are these gifts that we of fer to God and to oth ers? Hav ing a gift does not mean that we
are the best at some thing, but rather that we of fer our best to God in what ever we do. The
widow who of fered her mite, the woman who anointed Je sus, the thief who re pented—all
these are ex am ples of of fer ing the best of your gifts, no mat ter how small or in sig nif i cant.
These gifts were great in the eyes of God sim ply be cause they were the great est things that
could be of fered. 
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Re lating the Bi ble to Our Lives

1. Pri vately ask your self, “what are the gifts and tal ents God
has given me?” Keep in mind the dif fer ence be tween the
two. Take a cou ple of min utes and write down your an -
swers.

2. In what ways have I of fered and could I of fer these gifts for 
the build ing up of the body of Christ?

3. Com pare the ac counts of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1-4),
the woman anoint ing Je sus’ feet (Luke 7:36-50), and the
re pen tant thief on the cross (Luke 23:39-43) with Christ’s
dis cus sion with the rich young man (Luke 18: 18-27).
What could we say to some one who says that Christ de -
mands too much of us?

What at ti tudes should we try to avoid when of fer ing our gifts?

4. What is sues arise that in hibit or hin der us from of fer ing
our gifts?

5. What re sults should we ex pect from our of fer ing? How
should we ex pect God to re act? How should we ex pect
oth ers to re act?

6. How should we re act if peo ple do not ap pre ci ate or ac cept
our of fer ing?

What is the re la tion ship be tween of fer ing our selves and our gifts
for the build ing up of the body of Christ ver sus on be half of all and for
all? Is there a con flict? Why or why not?

7. How do our re la tion ships with oth ers re late to any of fer ing
we might make?

8. How does this re late to St. Ser aphim of Sarov’s teach ing
“save your self and thou sands of oth ers will be saved?”

9. In what ways could we mis in ter pret St. Ser aphim’s teach -
ing?
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BI BLE STUDY—B  

Our Of fer ings to Our Fam ilies
Colossians 3:12-15; I Tim o thy 5:1-4,8 

Put on then, as God’s cho sen ones, holy and be loved, com pas sion, kind ness, low li ness,
meek ness, and pa tience, for bear ing one an other and, if one has a com plaint against an -
other, for giv ing each other; as the Lord has for given you, so you also must for give. And
above all these put on love, which binds ev ery thing to gether in per fect har mony. And let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which in deed you were called in the one body.
And be thank ful.

Do not re buke an older man but ex hort him as you would a fa ther; treat youn ger men like
broth ers, older women like moth ers, youn ger women like sis ters, in all pu rity. Honor wid -
ows who are real wid ows. If a widow has chil dren or grand chil dren, let them first learn
their re li gious duty to their own fam ily and make some re turn to their par ents, for this is ac -
cept able in the sight of God…If any one does not pro vide for his rel a tives and es pe cially for
his own fam ily, he has dis owned the faith and is worse than an un be liever

Re flec tions on the Text

The goal of our life in Christ is to be what God wants us to be and to do what God wants us to
do. He wants us to be in com mu nion with Him—“to es cape from the cor rup tion that is in the
world…and be come par tak ers of the di vine na ture” (2 Pe ter 1:4). Our re la tion ship with God is
achieved by obey ing the will of God—of fer ing and com mit ting our whole lives to “do ing the
truth.” Through re la tion ships with oth ers our un ion with God is re al ized.

Our re la tion ship with God and in turn all our re la tions with oth ers are rooted in love and are
ex pressed in love. “Be loved, let us love one an other, for love is of God, and he who loves is born of God 
and knows God. He who does not love does not know God; for God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8). Gen u ine
love for the other, even those who are our en e mies, is self-emptying, it man i fests the love of
God and that of His Son, Je sus—who for our sal va tion “emp tied Him self, tak ing the form of a
ser vant…hum bled Him self and be came obe di ent unto death, even death on a cross.” The an -
tith e sis of this gen u ine love has been ex pressed as self-love—“the mother of all evils and the
“orig i nal sin.” Self-love is that which is di rected not to wards God but to wards
self-preservation. 

The first cir cle of re la tion ships a we usu ally ex pe ri ence is within the fam ily: child-parent, par -
ent-child, mother-father, brother-sister. There fore, within the fam ily the spir i tual life of love
should be sought and lived as fully as pos si ble. Through out scrip ture there are nu mer ous pas -
sages con cern ing re la tions within the fam ily (Ex. 20:12, Dt. 6:4-7; Pr. 22:6; 23:15-16,22-26;
Eph. 5:21-6:4; Pr. 31:10-31), each of which is based upon gen u ine love. Ev ery mem ber of the
fam ily should live for the good of the other in all cir cum stances—“ser vants of one an other”
through love bear ing one an other’s bur dens. It is in and through these fa mil ial re la tion ships
that we must dis cern the will of God for our selves and for those to whom we are re spon si ble.  
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Re lating the Bi ble to Our Lives

In what ways do we of fer our self and our gifts in our fam ily? Try
and be spe cific.

1. How do we and can we nur ture an at mo sphere of giv ing
and of fer ing in our fam ily?

2. Re calling our dis cus sion in the last ses sion, what are some
of the ex am ples of times we gave/of fered some thing in
the wrong spirit? What were the re sults?

Je sus had two hard say ings in re gard to how our re la tion ship to
our fam ily com pares to our re la tion ship with Him.

“For I have come to set a man against his fa ther, and a daugh ter
against her mother, and a daugh ter-in-law against her
mother-in-law; and a man’s foes will be his own house hold. He
who loves fa ther or mother more than me is not wor thy of me;
and he who loves son or daugh ter more than me is not wor thy of
me” (Mat thew 10:35-37).

“If any one co mes to Me and does not hate his own fa ther and
mother and wife and chil dren and broth ers and sis ters, yes, and
even his own life, he can not be My dis ci ple” (Luke 14:26).

3. How can we han dle times when there seems to be a con -
flict be tween of fer ing our selves to God and to our fam ily?
Of fer ex am ples.

4. How can our de sire to give to our fam ily hin der our of fer -
ing our selves and our gifts in the way God calls us?

5. Is Christ and His Church ask ing us to ne glect our fam ily?

6. How does this com pare to Saint John Chrysostom’s de -
scrip tion of the fam ily as a “lit tle church?”
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BI BLE STUDY—C  

Our Of fer ings in the Par ish
Romans 14:1-4,12-13,19; 15:1-6

As for the man who is weak in faith, wel come him, but not for dis putes over opin ions. One
be lieves he may eat any thing, while the weak man eats only veg e ta bles. Let not him who
eats de spise him who ab stains, and let not him who ab stains pass judg ment on him who
eats; for God has wel comed him. Who are you to pass judg ment on the ser vant of an other?
It is be fore his own mas ter that he stands or falls. And he will be up held, for the Mas ter is
able to make him stand.

So each of us shall give ac count of him self to God. Then let us no more pass judg ment on
one an other, but rather de cide never to put a stum bling block or hin drance in the way of a
brother…Let us then pur sue what makes for peace and for mu tual upbuilding.

We who are strong ought to bear with the fail ings of the weak, and not to please our selves;
let each of us please his neigh bor for his good, to ed ify him…For what ever was writ ten in
for mer days was writ ten for our in struc tion, that by stead fast ness and by the en cour age -
ment of the scrip tures we might have hope. May the God of stead fast ness and en cour age -
ment grant you to live in such har mony with one an other, in ac cord with Christ Je sus, that
to gether you may with one voice glo rify the God and Fa ther of our Lord Je sus Christ. 

Re flec tions on the Text

Each per son of fers to the ex tent he or she is ca pa ble, which is known “only in the se cret heart.” If
the gift or of fer ing is true and sin cere it is known by its fruit, which is love (I Cor. 13:1–10). 

For many of us the par ish is the first com mu nity be yond our fam ily wherein we ex pe ri ence the 
Chris tian faith. The par ish is where we are nour ished in the faith through par tic i pa tion in the
sac ra ments and through re la tion ships with those who con fess the same faith. Yet it is also in
these re la tion ships that we en coun ter ways of liv ing the Chris tian life that dif fer from our
own. These en coun ters of ten chal lenge our faith and our un der stand ing of the Chris tian ex -
pe ri ence. Our re sponse to these en coun ters can be come op por tu ni ties for us to grow closer to 
Christ, and to search for har mony with one an other. Con versely, our re sponse can also lead to
di vi sion, judg ment or con ceit. 

The first por tion of the se lected pas sage is read on For give ness Sunday to help pre pare us for our
re la tions with our fel low Chris tians dur ing the Great Fast. St. Paul pro vides us with an ex am -
ple of such oc ca sions when our of fer ings, like fast ing, may ap pear to con flict with the of fer -
ings of oth ers. Yet the Apos tle cau tions us against cast ing judg ment upon the other. Christ is
the Lord “both of the liv ing and the dead,” “if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die
to the Lord: so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” If our gifts are truly
“of the Spirit,” they glo rify God and “please his neigh bor for his good, to ed ify him.” In of fer -
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ing our gifts we must build up and not tear down. “We who are strong ought to bear with the
fail ings of the weak, and not to please our selves.” 

In a real sense our par tic i pa tion in the sac ra ments in our par ish be come op por tu ni ties for us to
share our gifts, to make our of fer ings “on be half of all and for all.” The sac ra ments are op por tu -
ni ties for us to re late to oth ers. The rite of con fes sion, for ex am ple, is more than sim ply a dis -
clo sure of wrong do ings. It is an op por tu nity to rec tify and clar ify re la tion ships. “So if you are
of fer ing your gift at the al tar, and there re mem ber that your brother has some thing against you, leave
your gift there be fore the al tar and go; first be rec on ciled to your brother, and then come and of fer your
gift.” (Mat thew 5:23-24). 

Re lating the Bi ble to Our Lives

1. What are the ways we can of fer our selves and our gifts in
our par ish? (e.g., Par ish min is tries: ad min is tra tion, li tur -
gi cal sing ing, vis it ing the sick, Chris tian ed u ca tion, youth 
work, hu man i tar ian aid, main tain ing the church, etc.) 

2. How does our par ish com mu nity en cour age us to of fer
our selves? Other than gen eral an nounce ments made by
the priest, how do we ap proach peo ple about us ing their
gifts?

3. How do we help oth ers to know about and un der stand
that there are places and peo ple who could use help?
What in our com mu nity might de ter some one from of fer -
ing their help? What can we do to change that?

4. How do our at ti tudes about fi nan cially sup port ing the
Church re flect the idea of of fer ing our self and our gifts?
As a par ish, what changes can we make to better re flect
this ori en ta tion?

5. Are there times when one per son’s of fer ing might con flict 
with an other’s? When? Are there times when it would be
better to sup press our of fer ing? When?

6. What cri te ria should we con sider when we want to of fer
our self and our gifts to our par ish com mu nity? 

7. What at ti tudes should we look for in our self? What at ti -
tudes should cause us to re think what we are plan ning to
do? Re flecting on these at ti tudes, take a few min utes to
think about and write down some spe cific ways you think
you could better of fer your self and your gifts in your com -
mu nity.
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BI BLE STUDY—D  

Our Of fer ing in the Church
I Co rin thi ans 12:4–11. Philippians 2:1–4

Now there are va ri et ies of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are va ri et ies of ser vice, but
the same Lord; and there are va ri et ies of work ing, but it is the same God who in spires them
all in ev ery one. To each is given the man i fes ta tion of the Spirit for the com mon good. To
one is given through the Spirit the ut ter ance of wis dom, to an other…knowl edge…to an -
other faith…to an other gifts of heal ing…to an other the work ing of mir a cles, to an other
proph ecy… All these are in spired by one and the same Spirit, who ap por tions to each one
in di vid u ally as he wills.

So if there is any en cour age ment in Christ, any in cen tive of love, any participation in the
Spirit, and af fec tion and sym pa thy, com plete my joy by be ing of the same mind, hav ing the 
same love, be ing in full ac cord and of one mind. Do noth ing from self ish ness or con ceit, but 
in hu mil ity count oth ers better than your selves. Let each of you look not only to his own in -
ter ests, but also to the in ter ests of oth ers.

Re flec tions on the Text

To il lus trate the fun da men tal mys tery of re la tion ships within the Church, St. Paul uses the
im age of the body. 

“For as in one body we have many mem bers, and all the mem bers do not have the same func -
tion, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and in di vid u ally mem bers one of an other”
(Romans 12:4; see also I Cor. 12:12). 

Re gard less of which re la tion ship we are con cerned with, it is al ways a re la tion ship within the
same body. “Now you are the body of Christ and in di vid u ally mem bers of it” (I Cor. 12:27).
We man i fest this in our par ishes through our par tic i pa tion in the Eu cha rist. The com mu nity’s
gifts in the form of bread and wine are of fered through the cel e brant, who is called and ap -
pointed in the Church, the body of Christ, to be the im age of Christ, the head of the Body. The
lo cal eucharistic as sem bly or par ish, how ever, is not self-contained. Through the bishop, who
af firms the lo cal cel e bra tion of the Eu cha rist, the par ish is it self a mem ber of the cath o lic and
ap os tolic Church, ex ist ing not in iso la tion but rather as a mem ber of the en tire Body.

This “li tur gi cal” re la tion ship to other par ishes is in it self a cul mi na tion. From their very or i -
gin, Chris tian com mu ni ties were con cerned not only with their own wel fare, but rec og nized
also their de pend ence upon the well-being of their fel low Chris tian com mu ni ties. In his epis -
tles Paul stresses the im por tance of in ter de pen dence among the Chris tian com mu ni ties for
their spir i tual and ma te rial well-being (see Rom. 16:24-29; 1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8:1-1; 9:1-15). 

If par ishes are mem bers of the one Body—the Church—then each par ish must be con cerned
about the wel fare of the other. Be ing of one mind and faith, and hav ing the same love means
look ing not only to our own in ter ests but also to the in ter ests of oth ers (Phil. 2: 2-4). 

On Be half of All and For All Bi ble Study—D    13



Re lating the Bi ble to our Lives

How do we un der stand that our par ish is de pend ent upon and re -
spon si ble for its re la tion ship with the Church as a whole?

1. How do we ac tively re late to the other par ishes in our
dean ery? Our di o cese? Across the Church?

2. Counting oth ers as “better than our selves,” what could
we learn from other par ishes in our area? Our di o cese?
Across the Church?

3. What op por tu ni ties do we have to gather in fel low ship
and sup port with other Or tho dox par ishes? To what ex -
tent do we take ad van tage of these op por tu ni ties or make
them more ac ces si ble?

Looking at the scrip ture read ing, how do we as a par ish look to
the in ter ests of oth ers, and not just to our own in ter ests?

4. How do we share our bless ings and gifts with other par -
ishes?

5. How do we as a par ish of fer our self and our gifts to the
Church as a whole?

What can we do to help peo ple in our par ish un der stand their re -
la tion ship to and de pend ence upon other par ishes and the
Church as a whole?

6. What can we do to avoid an at ti tude of self-centeredness
in our par ish?

7. What can we do in the next year to en hance our par ish’s
re la tion ship with other par ishes and the Church as a
whole?
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BI BLE STUDY—E  

Our Of fer ing to the World
Ex o dus 19:1–9. I Pe ter 2:4–13

Af ter the peo ple of Is rael had gone forth out of the land of Egypt…they came into the wil -
der ness of Si nai… and there Is rael en camped be fore the moun tain. And Mo ses went up to
God, and the Lord called to him out of the moun tain say ing, “Thus you shall say to the
house of Ja cob, and tell the peo ple of Is rael: You have seen what I did to the Egyp tians, and
how I bore you on ea gles’ wings and brought you to my self. Now there fore, if you will obey
my voice and keep my cov e nant, you shall be my own pos ses sion among all peo ples; for all
the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a king dom of priests and a holy na tion. These are
the words you shall speak to the chil dren of Is rael…So Mo ses called the el ders of the peo -
ple, and set be fore them all these words which the Lord had com manded him. And all the
peo ple an swered to gether and said, “All that the Lord has spo ken we will do.” And Mo ses
re ported the words of the peo ple to the Lord. 

Come to him, to that liv ing stone, re jected by men but in God’s sight cho sen and pre cious;
and like liv ing stones be your selves built into a spir i tual house, to be a holy priest hood, to
of fer spir i tual sac ri fices ac cept able to God through Je sus Christ. For it stands in scrip ture;
“Be hold, I am lay ing in Zion a stone, a cor ner-stone cho sen and pre cious, and he who be -
lieves in him will not be put to shame”…“The very stone which the build ers re jected has be -
come the head of the cor ner.”…But you are a cho sen race, a royal priest hood, a holy
na tion, God’s own peo ple, that you may de clare the won der ful deeds of him who called
you out of dark ness into his mar vel ous light. Once you were no peo ple but now are God’s
peo ple; once you had not re ceived mercy but now you have re ceived mercy. 

Re flec tions on the Text

By vir tue of our faith, through our bap tism and par tic i pa tion in the sac ra ments, we are sons
and daugh ters of the new Is rael—the Church—God’s peo ple called to “de clare the won der ful deeds
of him who called [us] out of dark ness into his mar vel ous light.” We are par tic i pants of the new
cov e nant that ful fills the prom ises made to Abra ham and the cov e nant me di ated by Mo ses. 

As mem bers of a royal priest hood, each per son is called by God through grace, to per son ally
and cor po rately man i fest our orig i nal call ing to be come priests of cre ation—me di a tors be tween 
God and His world (see Gen e sis 1:26-30). Power and do min ion over cre ation is ful filled by
sanc ti fy ing it—by see ing it as God’s gift, us ing it as He in tended—and of fer ing it back to God its 
cre ator.  

As a holy na tion we ful fill the des tiny of the peo ple of God that was an nounced through the
proph ets. Is rael was set apart as a holy na tion, con se crated to the spe cial task of be ing a light, a
wit ness of God’s prom ise of mercy and jus tice, to the other na tions. As the “new” Is rael the

On Be half of All and For All Bi ble Study—E    15



Church is called to pro claim to all the ful fill ment of God’s prom ise, the sal va tion of all
through the birth, death, and res ur rec tion of Je sus of Christ. 

As the Body of Christ the Church is the em bodi ment of the new cre ation (Rev. 21:1-5).
Through the com mu nion of the Holy Spirit the Church of fers to those who are will ing to be -
lieve the op por tu nity to par tic i pate in the new cre ation. As mem bers of the Body we are liv ing
tem ples (I Co rin thi ans 6:19) and sac ri fices (Romans 12:1). Through the gift of the Holy Spirit
we of fer our lives, our joys and suf fer ings to God. In so do ing, we are able to ex pe ri ence a fore -
taste of the new and eter nal life of God’s King dom. 

The con se quences of par tic i pat ing in this new life mean we are at all times and ev ery where
bear ers of Christ’s sac ri fi cial love and wit nesses of His truth. Our di vine call ing com pels us to
be stew ards of God’s cre ation and His gifts. We of fer to Him that which He first of fered to us
(see I Pe ter 4:9-11). As mem bers of His Body, the Church, we are to make the King dom of God
pres ent in the world. In a world of sin and suf fer ing our life’s “work” is to re store all of cre ation
(in clud ing the re la tion ship among hu man be ings) to its orig i nal pur pose.  

Re lating the Bi ble to our Lives

In both scrip ture read ings we are told that we are a holy na tion,
God’s own peo ple, called to de clare to the world how God has
reached out to the world to save it.

1. How can we and do we share our story with oth ers who
have not heard it? Share ex pe ri ences.

2. What fears and at ti tudes hin der our abil ity to “de clare the 
won drous deeds of Him who called us out of dark ness
into His mar vel ous light?”

3. Rec og nizing the many un pro duc tive ways that peo ple
some times share their faith, what are some more pro duc -
tive ways we can share our faith with oth ers?

An as pect of our role as a holy na tion is our call ing to im i tate
Christ, of fer ing our selves with out thought of re ceiv ing any thing
in re turn.

4. In what ways do we give of our selves and use our tal ents
to help oth ers in need who prob a bly can do noth ing for
us in re turn?

5. How can we reach out to peo ple who are in real spir i tual
and phys i cal need? Per sonally? As a par ish? As the
Church?

6. List a va ri ety of ways we can help ful fill our re spon si bil ity
for God’s cre ation

7. We spoke of of fer ing our selves per son ally to our fam ily,
our par ish, our church, and the en tire world. What ad vice
could we of fer some one who may be over whelmed by
hear ing this?
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