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% The Orthodox Church

The OCA Archives is the official repository for the
inactive records of the Orthodox Church in America
dating back to the Alaskan mission in 1794. Among the
other collections preserved in the OCA Archives are some
90 collections of personal and institutional archives of
hierarchs, clergy, lay leaders, and church-related entities,
as well as photographs, films and videos, computer discs
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interest and possible
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group visit in March
2007 to become
familiar with the rich
historical resources of
the OCA Archives.
Students also visit
individually for more
extensive research.

Above: A film crew from Kazan (Tatarstan), Russia visited the
OCA Archives in March 2006 to film material for a documentary
on the Kazan icon of the Mother of God, which was returned to
Russia from the Vatican in 2004. In the 1960s, this icon was in the
US for several years under the care of Archbishop John
(Shahovskoy) of San Francisco of the Russian Orthodox Greek
Catholic Church of America (now OCA). Previous research in the
OCA Archives by historian Dmitri Khafizov (left) had contributed
to the compilation of extensive archival documentation that
facilitated the sacred icon’s return to the Russian Orthodox

Church.

The OCA Archives
contains a wealth of
archival documentation
on parish history.
Among parish history
researchers in 2006 and
2007 were clergy and
faithful from Montreal,
QC, Canada (left) and
South River, NJ (right).

Right: The OCA
Archivist makes
annual visits to St.
Tikhon’s Seminary to
deliver a historical
lecture and to
familiarize the
students with the
Church’s priceless
archival collections.

opportunity to see the
unique treasures of
the OCA Archives.
Here, a member of the
delegation of the
OCA Romanian
Episcopate, invited to
a session of the Holy
Synod in May 2008,
tours the OCA
Archives.
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