Stichera at “Lord, I Call”

40 Holy Martyrs of Sebaste - March 9
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The Martyrs considered the lake to be as Par - a - dise
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and winter as the heat of the day, O Christ God.
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Thoughts of the tyrant’s threats did not fright - en them.
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They courageously did not fear the increasing tor - tures,
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for they had acquired the mighty weap - on of the Cross,
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and with it they powerful -ly van - quished the foe. /  For
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this they have re-ceived crowns _ of grace.
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Who will not hymn the Mar - tyrs, a choir forty in
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num - ber? For, as they bold - ly en-tered the wa - ters of
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the lake and huddled to-geth - er in the cold, they chant-ed
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[ ahymn to the Lord: ]
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a hymn to the Lord: “Is Your an - ger against us in the
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riv - ers, O Lord? Is Your anger against us in the rivers,
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O Lov-er of man? Lighten the oppression and bitter cold
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of the wind, for our feet are empurpled with our own blood,
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and lead us into ;23; everlasting habi - ta - tions, O God! //
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[ May we be warmed in the bosom ]
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May we be warmed in the bosom of A - bra - ham!”
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