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October 9, 2009  
 
His Holiness KIRILL 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia  
 
Your Holiness, Beloved Brother in the Lord:  
 
On behalf of the Holy Synod of Bishops, together with the clergy, monastics and 
faithful of the Orthodox Church in America, it is a great joy to offer greetings and 
congratulations on the occasion of the bicentennial anniversary of the Saint 
Petersburg Theological Academy, an Orthodox institution of higher learning 
renowned throughout the world.  I recall fondly and with gratitude my visit to the 
Academy earlier this year.    
 
The Orthodox Church in America has had long-standing ties with the Saint 
Petersburg Academy.  The missionary history of the North American Church was 
shaped, in part, by some of the Academy’s outstanding alumni.  Three saints greatly 
venerated in both Russia and America were educated at the Saint Petersburg 
Theological Academy and spent their early years of service to the Church as 
missionaries in America.  Saint Patriarch Tikhon, Enlightener of North America, 
led the American Church as its ruling archpastor from 1898-1907.  His vision of 
ecclesiastical organization and the eventual autocephaly of the Church in North 
America, expressed in his 1905 Response on Church Reform, continues to shape 
the missionary direction, governance and structure of the Orthodox Church in 
America.  Saint Tikhon also established the first full-fledged Orthodox seminary in 
North America, which laid the foundation for the later establishment of the current 
theological schools of the Orthodox Church in America.  In his archpastoral 
ministry in America, Saint Tikhon was notably assisted by two outstanding priests 
who were also alumni of the Saint Petersburg Academy.  Holy Hieromartyrs 
Alexander Hotovitzky, who served in America 1896-1914, and John Kochurov, 
who served in America 1895-1907, were among the leading clergy of the North 
American Diocese, founding numerous parishes and assisting the ruling bishops of 
North America in fulfilling the missionary vision.  Another graduate of the Saint 
Petersburg Academy who served as a priest in America under Saint Tikhon and was 
later an auxiliary bishop and ruling hierarch of the North American Diocese was 
Archbishop (later Metropolitan) Alexander (Nemolovsky), who spent the first two 
decades of his ecclesiastical ministry (1901-22) in North America.  Undoubtedly, 
the theological formation of the highest caliber that all of them received during their 
studies at the Saint Petersburg Academy shaped their fruitful church ministry in 
America, Russia and elsewhere.      
 
Over the last several decades, since the granting of autocephaly to the Orthodox 
Church in America in 1970, close relations have existed between the theological 
schools of the Orthodox Church in America and the Saint Petersburg Academy.  
Several students from the Orthodox Church in America have studied at the 
Academy.    
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