MARCH 9(10)
The Holy Forty Martyrs of Sebaste
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts (sung on Monday, in honor of the Holy Forty Martyrs)
[Martyr Quadratus and those with him] (sung at Compline)

"Lord I Call..."    Tone 2

Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me!
Hear me, O Lord! 
Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me! 
Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon Thee!//
Hear me, O Lord!

Let my prayer arise
in Thy sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice!//
Hear me, O Lord!

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]V. (10) Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks to Thy Name.

Tone 2	Idiomelon	(from the Lenten Triodion) 

O gracious Father,
my senselessness has robbed me of all Thy gifts.
I have been far from Thee, working for a stranger.
I have tended beasts, but was not even filled with their food.
Knowing Thy compassion, I have run to Thee.//
Clothe my nakedness with Thy love for mankind and save me!

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]V. (9) The righteous will surround me, for Thou wilt deal bountifully with me. 

(Repeat: “O gracious Father…”)

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]V. (8) Out of the depths I cry to Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! 



Tone 2	(for the Martyrs)

Because the holy martyrs intercede for us
and sing the praises of Christ,
all error has come to an end,//
and mankind is saved by faith.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]V. (7) Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!

Tone 1	(from the Lenten Triodion, by Joseph)	(O all-praised martyrs)

Let us love the fast,
for by the power of the Holy Spirit 
the evil passions of the soul will be driven out.
It will strengthen us in performing divine deeds;
it will direct our minds to heaven.
It will mediate forgiveness for our transgressions//
granted to us by the bountiful God.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]V. (6) If Thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with Thee. 

I have foolishly wasted my whole life with strangers, O Lord.
Now, like the Prodigal, I cry with compunction:
“I have sinned, O heavenly Father.
Be merciful to me, and save me!
Do not forsake me for ever,//
even though I myself had forsaken Thee!”

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]V. (5) For Thy Name’s sake I wait for Thee, O Lord. My soul has waited for Thy word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 

Tone 3  (from the Lenten Triodion, by Theodore)  (Come, all the ends of the earth)

Come, let us sing in psalms of joy,
embracing the precious fast!
In it, we spiritually tread on the serpent,
crying to Christ with boldness:
“Count us worthy, O Savior,
to behold uncondemned Thy Holy Cross//
to adore it and rejoice in it with joy!”
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]V. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch, let Israel hope on the Lord! 

Tone 1	(from the Menaion, for the Holy 40 Martyrs)

The choir of forty-fold splendor 
the whole army assembled by God, 
has shone out upon the Fast through their most honored sufferings,// 
enlightening and illumining our souls!  

[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]V. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

(Repeat: “The choir of forty-fold splendor…”)

[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]V. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples!

Tone 2	(from the Menaion, for the Holy 40 Martyrs)			

The Martyrs considered the lake to be as Paradise 
and winter as the heat of the day, O Christ God.
Thoughts of the tyrant’s threats did not frighten them.
They courageously did not fear the increasing tortures,
for they had acquired the mighty weapon of the Cross, 
and with it they powerfully vanquished the foe.// 
For this they have received crowns of grace. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]V. (1) For His mercy is confirmed on us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever. 

Who will not hymn the Martyrs. 
a choir forty in number?  
For, as they boldly entered the waters of the lake
and huddled together in the cold,
they chanted a hymn to the Lord: 
“Is Thine anger against us in the rivers, O Lord? 
Is Thine anger against us in the rivers, O Lover of man?
Lighten the oppression and bitter cold of the wind,
for our feet are empurpled with our own blood, 
and lead us into Thine everlasting habitations, O God!// 
May we be warmed in the bosom of Abraham!” 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 2	(from the Menaion, for the Holy 40 Martyrs)

In the Psalms David cried out prophetically: 
“We passed through fire and water,
but Thou hast brought us forth into a place of refreshment.” 
By your sufferings you Martyrs of Christ fulfill this prophecy.
You have passed through fire and water and have entered the Kingdom of Heaven!//
Pray that Christ will grant us great mercy!

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

	Tone 2 	(Theotokion)

I place all my hope in thee, O Theotokos;//
keep me beneath thy protecting veil!

NOTE: The Entrance is done with the Gospel.

Tone 4	Prokeimenon      

In God have we boasted all the day, / and we will give thanks to Thy Name forever. (Ps. 43:9)
		
V. We have heard with our ears, O God, and our fathers have told us. (Ps. 43:1a)

Reading from Genesis (6:9-22)

Tone 6	Prokeimenon      

I will remember thy name / from generation to generation. (Ps. 44:18)

	V. My heart overflows with a goodly theme. (Ps. 44:1a)

Reading from Proverbs (8:1-21)

After “Let my prayer arise…” and the Prayer of St. Ephraim (once), immediately the Prokeimenon:
	Tone 5	Prokeimenon	(Holy 40 Martyrs)

Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us / and preserve us from this generation forever.
(Ps. 11:7)

V. Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly! (Ps. 11:1a)

Epistle
				(331) Hebrews 12:1-10 (Holy 40 Martyrs)


Tone 5	
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

V. Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth! Sing of His name, give to Him glorious praise! (Ps. 65:1)  

V. For Thou, O God, hast proved us; Thou hast tried us with fire as silver is tried. (Ps. 65:10)  

				Gospel
				(80) Matthew 20:1-16 (Holy 40 Martyrs)

(and the rest of the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts)

Communion Hymn

Taste and see that the Lord is good! (Ps. 33:8a)
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just. (Ps. 32:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

At the Dismissal, the Holy 40 Martyrs are commemorated first, and then the Saints of the day.
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